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In June 1987, the Fourth National Comprehensive Planning Conference of
Japan (FNCPCJ) was held. In the conference, the concept of capital construc-
tion investment (domestic capital investment) was enlarged in the following
three main aspects:

1. The formation of the public fixed capital: investment made by the
government (including the state or local public organizations and so on); hous-
ing investment (exclusive of houses for sale) made by public bodies such as
the real estate corporation; equipment investment made by public enterprises
(like the postal service and the power industry)

2. Nongovernmental investment in public utilities including water supply
and sewer facilities, roads, education, welfare services, further development of
the city proper, basic agriculture, and so on

1, Investment in public utilities (utilities whose activities are restricted by
the government) is the investment made in power and gas services, privately
run railways, civil aviation, buses, taxis, water and land transportation, com-
munication facilities, and so on

FNCPCJ has anticipated, on the premise of putting domestic needs first
and maintaining moderate development, that the total sum of domestic capi-
tal investment in the scheduled time (1986-2000) is about 1,000 billion Japanese
yen (Table 6.1). The amount of capital construction investment can be calcu-
lated according to Figure 6.1; thus the total investment in 1987 is 59 billion
yen. In capital investment, the most important public investment is almost equal
to the compensation made by the formation of public capital for land occupa-
tion. Figure 6.2 shows the percentage of public investment in various trades.
As the result of the construction, the agreement on public investment has been
worked out. It determines that the amount of public investment during the
scheduled time (1991-2000) is about 430 billion yen. The figure is obtained by
supposing that the average increase rate of public funds is 6.3 percent, which
is in keeping with the whole target set in FNCPCJ. Meanwhile, in the 15-year
program of public utilities, eight long-term projects ¢(harbor, airport, coast-
line, housing, city parks, sewer, garbage disposal, special measures for traffic
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Table 6.1 Domestic capital investment funds (Japanese yen)

Scope in the scheduE

1985 time (1986-2000)
Gross national product 293 billion 6,100 billion (4%)2
Domestic capital investment 45.5 billion (15.5%) 1,000 billion (16.4%)
.Formation of public fixed 20.8 billion (7.1%)
investment
Nongovernmental invesiment 14.1 billion (4.8%)

Investment in public utilities, etc.  10.5 billion (3.6%)

a. Estimated increase.

Figure 6.1 Calculation of the amount of domestic capital investment, 1971-87
(billion yen in 1980 prices)
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Figure 6.2 Percentage of public investment in various sectors, 1960-87
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safety) are to be discussed and passed in the cabinet meeting in autumn 1991
as specific projects to be carried out in five years (1991-1995).

The amount of capital construction investment in 1987 was 50 billion yen.
The efficiency per unit area of big cities is 4.6 times more than that of small
towns, but the efficiency per unit resident of big cities is 1.3 times less than
that of small towns (Table 6.2).

PORTS AND HARBORS IN JAPAN

Of the 1,091 ports and harbors in Japan, there are 143 ports and harbors (13
percent) along the coast of the Sea of Japan. But they can only handle up to
100 million tons of cargo a year, accounting for 3 percent of the 3,200 million
tons of cargo, the total amount of the whole country. Their coastline, in all,
is 7 percent of the total. There are 104 containerized deep-water ports equipped
with elevated cranes in Japan, but only four of them are located along the coast
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Table 6.2 Efficiency of capital construction investment

Amount of investment per Whole country: 10,600 million yen
unit area (per km?’) Big cities: 460 million yen (Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya)
Small towns: 100 million yen (other counties)

Around Sea of Japan: 100 million yen (Akita-ken-
Shimane-ken)

Amount of investment Whole country: 0.50 million yen

per person Big cities: 0.42 million yen (Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya)
Small towns: 0.55 million yen
Around Seca of Japan: 0.60 million yen

Table 6.3 Ports and harbors along the Sea of Japan vs. those of the whole

country
Whole country Along Sea of Japan

No. of ports and harbors 1,099 143 (13.0%)

Volume of goods transported 3,166 million tons 96 million tons (3.0%)
Home trade 2,215 million tons 67 million tons (3.0%)
Foreign trade 950 million tons 29 millicn tons (3.0%)

Length of coastline 801 km

No. of berths 7,175 484 (6.7%)

No. of deep-water ports 439 13

{over 12 m deep)

No. of containerized ports 100 4 (3.0%)

Length of antistorm dikes 913 km 108 km (11.8%)

of the Sea of Japan. The Sea of Japan is calm in summer but stormy because
of the northwest wind in winter, so it is necessary to build antistorm dikes.
Although the length of the dikes amounis to only 11.8 percent of the whole,
the investment in them is inefficient (Table 6.3).

The total volume of trade between Japan and the countries along the Sea
of Japan was about 7.7 billion Japanese yen, making up 11.5 percent. The to-
tal volume of goods transported throughout the country in 1989 was 89 mil-
lion tons. The volume transported through the Sea of Japan has just begun,
However, new containerized shipping lines have started from the ports of Nii-
gata, Toyama, Karazawa, Tsuruga, and others to South Korea and the coun-
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ar————

iries of Southeast Asia. And the number of runs of freighters from and to
Niigata increased rapidly in 1980, which was $4 percent more than that of the
previous year.

We turn now to the role that the ports and harbors along the Sea of Japan
play. If the economic policy of Japan changes—for example, from the export
of manufactured goods to the United States as its leading economy to domes-
tic needs—the countries along the Sea of Japan will export resources and
manufactured goods to Japan, thus strengthening its new economic structure-
FNCPCJ put the emphasis on such big cities as Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya,
which are 200 to 300 kilometers from the Sea of Japan; therefore, express traffic
systems like expressways, new main lines of communication, and airways ar¢
gradually being rebuilt or improved. As a result, the role that the circle of the
Sea of Japan plays has been consolidated as a great economic assembling place
and a transfer center of foreign trade.

In January 1991, the construction of 19 big-sized ports over 12 meters deep
was planned and is now in progress (Table 6.4). In 1990, some 89 passengerl
ships entered ports of six counties along the Sea of Japan (Akita~-Shimane)-
As tourists keep coming by ship, 11 ports or harbors have planned to construct
berths for passenger ships (Noshiro, Funakawai, Akita, Sakata, Niigata, Naoet-
su, Fushikitoyama, Nanao, Karazawa, Tsuruga, and Sakai). Because Chang-
bai Mountain, Lake Baikal, and other beautiful sightseeing spots are just by
the side of the Sea of Japan, tourism should be developed.

THE ASIA-EURASIA AXIS

In FNCPCJ, the construction of seven radiating and four encircling new main
lines of communication and expressways was decided in order to prevent Tokyo
from becoming too large and too densely-populated. In this way, the capital’s
functions of production, research and development, higher education, circu-
lation of commodities, supply of services, and so on can be fully developed-
Around this area, there are such backbone cities as Sendai, Niigata, Kanaza-
wa, and Nagoya, cities that have their own unique history and culture, as well
as various concentrated urban functions; they can intensify their functions as$
centers and actively accept the urban functions radiated from Tokyo. To real-
ize this, New Tokyo airport’s function as international airline center should
be extended in order to give great impetus to systematizing the network of in-
ternational aviation, and at the same time the facilities of international air-
ports should be augmented.

The Toetsu new main railway and Kantsu expressway have been laid down
in Niigata, making it most suitable to be the base for business. Moreover, Niigat2
is situated in the Axis of Tokyo (Kantsu Expressway, Toetsu new main rail-
way)—Niigata (business center, airport, ports and ha;bors)—thc opposite shor¢
of Sea of Japan (the Golden Delta)—Eurasia (Figure 6.3). Corresponding t©
the first domestic axis (Tokyo-Fukuoka) and the second domestic axis (Tokyo~
Sapporo), Niigata should be regarded as the third.
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Figure 6.3 Asia-Eurasia axis concept

PORTS AND HARBORS OF THE GOLDEN DELTA

In the Golden Delta, situated in the axis as mentioned above, there are the
ports of Chongjin, Najin, Nakhodka, Vostochny, and others, which are to be
enlarged (Figure 6.4). All of these ports have a favorable situation, for they
are connected with the railways behind them. If the networks of railways and
expressways are systemized, the three countriesseround them will be closely
linked. As it will take a long time to turn these ports into international ports,
it is of great importance to analyze each of the ports and harbors in the Goid-
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en Delta. Table 6.5 and Table 6.6 outline the ports and harbors in the countries

involved.

1. Chongjin Port: There are two harbors, the East and the West, handling

up to 8-10 million tons of cargo a year and berthing 10,000-ton ocean

ships. They are planned to be extended.

going
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2. Najin Port: Najin has a handling capacity of 3 million tons of cargo
a year and can berth 10,000-ton vessels.

3. Nakhodka Port: The volume of freight handled in this port is 800-900
tons a year, 20,000-ton freighters can lie at anchor there, and an extension is
planned.

4. Vostochny Port: This port can handle up to 12 million tons of cargo
a year. It can berth 150,000-ton vessels at its coal harbor and is to be extended.

5. Tumen River: If we compare the nautical chart of 1987 with that of
1930 (the Chang Gufeng Event was in 1938), we will find that there is nearly
no change in the river’s course and mouth. Such untapped rivers are rarely
found to be so stable. Of foreign vessels sailing in Japan, the smallest are
100-500 gwt (mostly 300 gwt). Because there exists a problem of a Soviet rail-
way in Tumen Port, the port should maintain its business by berthing vessels
of 1,000-2,000 tons, develop Jingxin Village (40 km away from the river mouth),
and develop gradualily into a large port.

COOPERATION AROUND THE SEA OF JAPAN

To the Japanese islands, cooperation wiil bring new economic prosperity to
the circle of the Sea of Japan if the centralized organizational structures can
be perfected and the areas along the sea can be developed. To countries on
the other side of the sea, as well, it is a great opportunity for economic de-
velopment, for they can export natural resources and manufactured goods to
Japan (whose main economy has been turning to domestic needs) and can get
funds and technology from Japan. Because development of the circle of the
Sea of Japan can meet the needs of both sides, it is essential to cooperate with
one another.

As the circle of the Sea of Japan has just started its primary development,
the fundamental facilities should be constructed and perfected. These facili-
ties not only include the construction of roads, ports, airports, and so forth
but also international information-exchange structures.

It is very important to improve the ports and harbors as the basis of ex-
change in order to develop the economy of the countries along the Sea of Japan.
And to bring the ports and harbors into full play, the cargo-handling facilities
should be high in efficiency; moreover, it is essential for each country to con-
struct the ports and harbors at the same level. In planning the development,
all the countries should exchange information in order to work out mutually
beneficial plans. Only through mutual aid and cooperation can the decision
to develop the circle of the Sea of Japan be made. The conditions of the ports
and harbors in those countries on the opposite side of the Sea of Japan are
listed in Table 6.5 and Table 6.6, but they are by no means complete owing
to lack of information. 1 hope, therefore, that ye will often exchange such in-
formation and coordinate with one another.
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